Barley straw situation 'still bonkers' says industry body.
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"But apparently no-one knows or seems to care as our latest correspondence from the Drink-
ing Water Inspectorate shows. Yet we have this sledgehammer piece of legislation about products
that go into our garden ponds. It seems the powersthat-be have more safety concerns about garden
pond water than tapwater. | 6ve said it before an
itagaini t hat 6s still just plain bonkers. ™"

In a letter to OATA, the DWI said: "I can confirm
we have had no correspondence with the HSE or any
other government body on the subject of the use of bar-
ley straw to control algae in the water supply infrastruc-
ture."If barley straw products are not removed from the
regulation then manufacturers will have to pay for com-
plicated risk assessments to demonstrate how the prod
ucts work chemically. The fear is that this work could
make them uneconomical to continue to produce.
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